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The Cleveland Museum of Art kicks off parade season 
with Circle of Masks Festival 


FREE mask making workshops, dance performances and group finale 


CLEVELAND (March 24, 2008) — Join Greater Cleveland’s art community for the kickoff of the 19" annual Parade 
the Circle with the Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) Circle of Masks Festival on April 27, 2008. 

Circle of Masks Festival will introduce the audience to this year’s parade theme Skipping the Muse — Running the 
Fiddle. Mask artists and choreographers will draw their inspiration from objects in CMA’s permanent collection, utilizing Art 


Crew characters to bring them to life. 


WHO: Circle of Masks Festival 
WHAT: FREE drop-in mask making workshops and performances with 2008 Parade artists 
WHEN: 1 p.m. — 4 p.m. on Sunday, April 27, 2008 


Mask Making 

1:00-3:15 

Artists Tanya Gonzalez and Johnnie Smart help you create masks utilizing the art of collage 
and found objects. 


Movement 

Choreographers Terence Greene, Director Cleveland School of the Arts (CSA) Urban Dance 
Collective, and Story Rhinehart, Parade ensemble artist. Performed by CSA Urban Dance 
Collective 


1:30 and 2:30 
Afro-Cubism 


2:00 and 3:00 
Collage Assemblage 


3:30 
Finale: Collision Bend 


Put on your festival masks and join the performers. 


WHERE: The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland 


--more-- 


Pg. 2 Circle of Masks Festival 


Beginning in 1998, the education department at CMA began commissioning area artists to create masked costumes 
inspired by pivotal objects in the permanent collection. These costumes were not meant to be replicas of the objects, but instead 
contemporary responses to the costumes based upon the original inspirations and objectives of the artists who created them. 

“In short, they were a contemporary fiddling with the original muse,” said Robin VanLear, CMA artistic director, 
community arts. “With the first portion of the 1916 building and sections of the museum’s permanent collection preparing to 
reopen to the public in June 2008, this seemed like the perfect time to highlight these “masked” costumes and the inspirations 


behind them for our annual Mask Festival. It is our way of skipping the muse and running the fiddle.” 


19" Annual Parade the Circle Coming June 14 

Cleveland’s premiere cultural hub, University Circle, will radiate with exciting, free family-friendly events on 
Saturday, June 14, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. as part of the 19th annual Parade the Circle presented by The Cleveland Museum of 
Art (CMA). Spectators can participate in dozens of hands-on activities sponsored by 30 University Circle organizations in 
University Circle Inc.’s (UCI) Circle Village from 11 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

This year’s celebration features a dazzling procession of entries created by Northeast Ohio neighbors and parade artists 
from around the world. Parade begins at noon from the Cleveland Museum of Art and proceeds in a counter-clockwise circle 
along Wade Oval Drive and East Boulevard. For information about participating in the parade, pick up a parade workshop flyer 


in the museum’s north lobby, call 216-707-2483, or visit www.clevelandart.org/parade 


Support Parade the Circle 

Visitors to the Circle of Masks Festival can purchase Parade 2008 posters and T-shirts designed by parade artist Rafael 
Valdivieso. Proceeds from the sales will help support parade. 

Parade the Circle is sponsored by the Womens Council of the Cleveland Museum of Art. The Cleveland Museum of 
Art is generously funded by Cuyahoga County residents through Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. Additional support from the Ohio 
Arts Council, which helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence, and 
cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. 
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Parade the Circle is presented by the Cleveland Museum of Art. Circle Village is presented by University Circle Incorporated. 
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